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CCA DELIVERS    MARCH 23, 2005

“CCA Delivers” is a periodic update on the issues that affect the LA business community and CCA activities on behalf of our membership.
MARCH GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING: GRAND AVE. and L.A. LIVE

· CCA’s March GMM luncheon will be held on March 24th at the Omni Hotel and will feature two massive development projects taking shape Downtown.  Principals from the Grand Avenue Project (Bill Witte, President, The Related Companies of California) and the second phase of Staples Center, L.A. Live (Ted Tanner, Senior Vice President of Real Estate, AEG), will present plans for these catalytic projects.  For more information, please contact Marsha Scimo, Events Director, at 213-624-1213.
DOWNTOWN HOUSING INCENTIVES

· In recent weeks, Planning Department staff briefed CCA staff on an exciting package of proposed ordinances that would provide significant incentives for the development of new housing downtown.  

· Taken together, the three new ordinances would allow developers to develop significantly larger and denser projects and utilize more lot area by reducing setback requirements.  Further, the ordinances would give an additional density bonus for developers who choose to provide an affordable housing element in their projects.  Finally, developers would be required to comply with streetscape and design guidelines that would help refine the "look and feel" of Downtown's many unique neighborhoods.

· Last week, senior members of the Planning Department gave a special presentation to developers, bankers and other CCA members at CCA’s Land Use and Government Affairs Committee.  These three ordinances, the first of potentially several new “refinements” to the development process, will be vetted before a small working group that has been convened by CCA staff to ensure the ordinances benefit the development community and do not detract from any project currently underway or in the planning stages.  CCA will keep you informed on this fast-moving issue.  

CCA LEADERSHIP MEETS WITH STATE DIRECTOR

· CCA President and CEO Carol E. Schatz and CCA Chairman Steve Weston of Weston, Benshoof, Rochefort, Rubalcava & MacCuish LLP traveled to Sacramento to meet with State Secretary of Business Transportation and Housing, Sunne Wright-McPeak and State Director of Housing and Community Development, Lucetta Dunn.
· Secretary McPeak is very interested in including some, if not all, portions of successful programs that have created housing like those implemented in Downtown Los Angeles, in a more comprehensive housing plan for the State.  Because so many housing units have been created in Downtown in recent years, Carol and Steve were asked to review and comment on a variety of potential new policies that will prioritize housing creation.  In addition, the State is considering changes to potions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  In recent years, CEQA has become an ally of NIMBYISM rather than facilitating good development.         

CCA MEMBERS MEET WITH GOVERNOR’S ADVISOR

· Recently, several CCA members and staff met for a private lunch with David Crane, Governor Schwarzenegger’s Special Advisor for Jobs and Economic Growth.  Crane, who was appointed by the Governor in early 2004 to create solutions for the State’s ailing business health, has a strong background in the financial services industry thanks to his work with Babcock & Brown, a San Francisco-based firm that has arranged over $250 billion of financings during his tenure.
· Crane will be the Governor's liaison on job creation and retention initiatives, and on national and international marketing of California products and industries.

· CCA members who attended the lunchtime event included CCA Chairman Steve Weston, DCBID Chairman Peklar Pilavjian, and others in the land use, financial services and development communities.  The meeting was extremely educational for Mr. Crane, who was heard at speeches later in the week touting some of Downtown’s successes, despite an overall business climate that leaves quite a bit to be desired.  CCA will continue to remain in contact with Mr. Crane, keeping him advised of Downtown’s problems and progress.

CCA & ONLINE BOOKING REPRESENTATIVES MEET WITH COUNCIL MEMBERS REGARDING CITY ONLINE HOTEL BOOKING LAWSUIT

· CCA staff and online booking representatives met with City Council Member Martin Ludlow.  Council Member Ludlow is Chairman of the Conventions, Entertainment and Business Enterprise Committee of the City Council.  This meeting was in response to a lawsuit filed by City Attorney Rocky Delgadillo.  Late in 2004, the City Attorney announced that the City was suing internet hotel booking companies for non-payment of City transient occupancy tax (TOT).
· Although hotel occupancy rates continue to rebound, many hotel rooms in the City, specifically Downtown, routinely go unbooked.  Hoteliers then have the option of allowing internet booking companies to market these vacant hotel rooms.  Although the hotel room is booked at a reduced rate, the City still collects TOT from the hotels that it otherwise would not have collected, had the room remained vacant.  In addition, consumers benefit from more competitive rates on online booking websites.          
· Meetings have been scheduled with several Council Members to educate them about the effects a lawsuit might have on City hotel bookings.  Ultimately, if the City continues to pursue the lawsuit, internet booking companies could drop all LA hotel listings from booking websites, causing LA to lose a tremendous amount of travel and leisure business.  
2005 TREASURES OF LOS ANGELES

CCA is proud to announce that our annual event that highlights the best of Los Angeles, Treasures, will be held on Thursday, April 28th at the Shrine Auditorium.

This year’s Treasures event aims to exceed expectations with another array of special individuals that make LA so extraordinary.  This year, we will honor:

· Paramount Pictures’ Sherry Lansing 

· Julius Shulman – Renowned LA architectural photographer

· UCLA Doctors Jorge Lazareff and Henry Kawamoto – Performed marathon surgery on conjoined twins from Guatemala

· Famous apparel and Hollywood costume designer, Bob Mackie

· The Right Stuff – General Chuck Yeager

· The LA City Fire Department Urban Search and Rescue Team – Heroes of the Metrolink train disaster

· COSTCO Employees – Assisted those affected by the Metrolink train disaster

· New Directions – A homeless veterans organization

· Pink’s Hot Dogs – An LA landmark eatery

We are proud to announce this year’s Heart of the City Award will be presented to USC on its 125th Anniversary and Dr. Steven Sample, President of the University of Southern California.  Dr. Sample has put USC on the academic world map, energized the USC alumni community and helped to revitalize and energize Downtown’s return to greatness.

Our Celebrity Emcee this year is Actor Dick Van Dyke.  With such a star-studded group of Treasures, tickets will sell-out fast.  To reserve yours today, contact CCA’s Director of Events, Marsha Scimo, at 213-624-1213. 
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