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CCA DELIVERS    September 13, 2005

“CCA Delivers” is a periodic update on CCA activities that affect the L.A. business community.  

CCA ENDORSES COUNCIL CANDIDATES

· With Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa taking the reins of the City and with the departure of Martin Ludlow to the County Federation of Labor, vacancies were created in Council Districts 14 and 10, respectively.  Beginning in late July, CCA’s Executive Policy Committee interviewed former Council Member Nick Pacheco and LAUSD Board Member Jose Huizar for CD 14 and former Assembly Speaker Herb Wesson for CD 10 for the special election that will take place on Tuesday, November 8th.     
· After intense interviews and multiple discussions, CCA’s Executive Committee members have unanimously endorsed LAUSD Board member Jose Huizar for CD 14.  CCA’s board was impressed with the way he dealt with major challenges while on the school board, as well as his ability to balance business and community concerns.    

· In Council District 10, CCA’s Executive Committee has endorsed former State Assembly Speaker Herb Wesson.  The Board noted his skills as a coalition builder and his knowledge of state and local government.  His accessibility, open-mindedness, and hands-on approach to problems will benefit a City Council that sometimes finds itself polarized.

CCA ENDORSES BALLOT MEASURES

· In addition to endorsing City Council candidates, CCA’s Executive Committee announced its recommendations of support for the State Special Election which also includes a $3.85 B Bond placed on the ballot by the LAUSD to complete a third phase of school construction and rehabilitation.  The following is a summary of those recommendations:

· Measure Y – LAUSD Bond Measure. CCA SUPPORTS.

CCA’s Board believes we need to continue investing in our children’s future with new facilities, many of which have not been upgraded or replaced in some 35 years.  

· Proposition 74 – Teacher Tenure – “Put the Kids First Act.”  CCA SUPPORTS.  CCA’s Board believes that the current system unduly protects unfit teachers, wasting state funding and adversely affecting students.    
· Proposition 75 – “Paycheck Protection Act.”  CCA SUPPORTS.  
CCA’s Board believes that the current system forces thousands of public employees to contribute to political activities that they oppose.

· Proposition 77 – “Voter Empowerment Act” CCA SUPPORTS.  

CCA’s Board believes that the current redistricting system allows politicians to pick their voters and minimize competition, resulting in more extreme, not moderate candidates.  

· Proposition 78 – Prescription Drug Discounts – “Cal Rx” CCA SUPPORTS.

CCA’s Board believes that this will provide Californians with the best prescription drug discount program in the country.  A similar program has been implemented successfully in Ohio, saving patients an average of 31% of prescription drug costs.  

· Proposition 79 – Prescription Drug Discounts – “Cal Rx Plus” CCA OPPOSES.  
CCA’s Board believes that this is a big-government, infeasible solution that will cost taxpayers millions of dollars.  Opponents believe this initiative risks the health of low-income Medi-Cal patients by making it more difficult for drug companies to obtain Medi-Cal contracts with DHS. 

BOBBY SHRIVER PROPOSES “HOMELESS CZAR”

· CCA’s Public Safety, Health and Homelessness Committee hosted Santa Monica City Council Member Bobby Shriver, who spoke about Santa Monica’s proposal to hire a high-profile, dynamic individual who will tackle the regional homeless problem and produce clear results in a tight timeframe.   

· Having made impressive strides on massive problems such as AIDS, Mental Retardation, and Third World debt relief, Council Member Shriver has now decided to focus his considerable capabilities toward finding practical, implementable, reality-based solutions to homelessness.  

· Council Member Shriver and the City of Santa Monica recently issued an RFQ to solicit interest and find such a dynamic, results-oriented individual who is ready for an immediate challenge and could provide much-needed leadership on our region’s homeless initiatives.  For further details, or to suggest qualified people from the business community, please contact CCA’s Director of Public Policy, Anne S. Williams, at awilliams@ccala.org.
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