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Tony Canzoneri, McKenna Long & Aldridge; Councilmember Jose

Huizar; and CCA's Chair Phil Recht, Mayer Brown.

CCA Executive Committee
Welcomes Councilmember Jose
Huizar
CCA welcomed the Honorable Jose Huizar to our Executive

Committee meeting, hosted by Ian Gee and the Sheraton

Downtow n Los Angel es.  Representing the 14th Council

District, Councilmember Huizar spoke to the Executive

Committee about the Bringing Back Broadway initiative, a

public/private effort he launched to revitalize the Historic

Broadway Corridor.  The goals of Bringing Back Broadway are to

restore and put into use all of the twelve theaters in the corridor;

improve streetscape and infrastructure to rehabilitate the street

and enhance the pedestrian experience; reactivate unused

upper-floor space; and return the Streetcar to Downtown Los

Angeles.  The combined effect of all of these projects will

encourage economic development and continue the revitalization

of Downtown.

 

CCA thanks Councilmember Huizar for joining us and looks

forward to working with him on the Bringing Back Broadway

initiative.  CCA also thanks Ian Gee and the Sheraton Downtown

Los Angeles for hosting the Committee.   

 

¥ CCA met with representati ves

from the Planni ng Department

and the retai l communi ty to

discuss the City's ongoi ng efforts

to draft an ordi nance that woul d

regul ate the use of shoppi ng carts

in the City.  Staff Contact: CCA's

Vice Presi dent of Legi slative &

Legal  Affai rs,  Veroni ca Perez

Becker . 

¥ Worki ng col laborati vely with the

ci ty of Los Angel es, academi a,

and other busi ness organi zations

on the Clean Tech L.A.

Government Relations

Commi ttee,  CCA conti nues to

assi st in creati ng a strategy to

leverage federal  funds to expand

green technol ogy and jobs for our

resi dents.   Staff Contact: CCA's

Director of Government & Member

Relations,  Tracey Chavi ra. 

¥ CCA testi fied before the City

Planni ng Commi ssi on (CPC) in

support of an amendment to the

existi ng Conventi on

Center/ Stapl es Center Signage

Ordi nance that woul d establ ish a

uni form signage program for the

Stapl es Center , Los Angel es

Conventi on Center , and Los

Angel es Sports and

Entertai nment Distri ct.   The CPC

approved the item,  but asked for a

report back for informati onal

 



AUGUST 6 

11:45 a.m.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE at

Dodger Stadi um

 

Open to Executive and

Business

Advocacy Members Only

 

JULY 15

8:00 a.m.
Joi nt Housi ng,  Land Use &

Development and
Transportati on & Infrastructure

Commi ttee

Speci al Guest:
Assembl ymember Bob

Blumenfi eld

 

JULY 22
1:00 p.m.

Government Relations
Commi ttee

JULY 30
12:00 p.m.

Arts,  Retai l & Hospi tal ity
Commi ttee

Speci al Guest: Linda Smi th,
Mayor's Offi ce of Smal l, Local  &

Disadvantaged Busi ness

 

CCA Successfully Advocates for
Live/W ork FHA  Financing
CCA has been leading the charge in removing roadblocks to

obtaining critical FHA-backed loans for live/work units in the

City.  This week, the City Planning Commission (CPC)

unanimously approved an amendment to the Los Angeles

Municipal Code that would bring the local definition of live/work

in line with Federal Housing Administration (FHA) guidelines.

 

Up until now, FHA has been denying FHA-backed financing to

live/work units in Downtown, citing their own internal guidelines

that do not permit loans for units with over a certain percentage

of designated commercial use.  As these loans - for up to

$625,000 with as little as 3 percent down - could provide a

critical lifeline to the ailing Downtown housing market, CCA has

been actively involved in this issue for over a year, facilitating

meetings with local FHA representatives, as well as

representatives from the Mayor's office, Planning and Housing

Departments, and Councilwoman Jan Perry's office to discuss

possible solutions.

 

The proposed amendment, which must still go through the

Council process for approval, presents an opportunity to

stimulate the local economy and provide more homeownership

opportunities.  We thank Senior City Planner Alan Bell, and

Executive Member Con Howe, CityView for all of their

tremendous work on this issue.  Staff Contact: Vice President of

Legislative & Legal Affairs, Veronica Perez Becker.  

CCA Forges W orkable Compromise
on City's Cultural Heritage
Ordinance; CPC Continues
Discussion
After hours of negotiation between property owners,

representatives from the Los Angeles Conservancy, and staff

from the Department of City Planning, CCA successfully

facilitated a compromise regarding the City's Cultural Heritage

Ordinance.  The City is in the process of updating this ordinance,

which regulates the designation of significant Los Angeles

buildings and sites as Historic-Cultural Monuments (HCM), and

specifically outlines what HCM owners can or cannot do to their

property.

 

The original proposal was overburdensome on HCM property

owners with a demolition threshold that was too high, a new

designation criterion that was too broad, and control over interior

spaces that was too strict.  The newest draft of the ordinance,

heard by the City Planning Commission (CPC) this week, is a

reflection of that compromise.  Designation of interior spaces

was limited only to those areas that are accessible or visible by

the public, the demolition standard was eased, and property

owners are now permitted to submit relevant economic,

environmental, and technical feasibility information when

obtaining approval for rehabilitation work.

 

The CPC agreed with many of the provisions of the compromise,

but instructed staff to further analyze how the City can protect the

interior spaces of many single-family homes that have been built

purposes regardi ng desi gn.   Staff

Contact: CCA's Vice Presi dent of

Legi slative & Legal  Affai rs,

Veroni ca Perez Becker . 

¥ CCA testi fied before the Zoni ng

Admi nistrator in support of a

Condi tional  Use Beverage (CUB)

permi t for the Orpheum Theatre to

accompany newly added food

servi ce.  The CUB will put the

Orpheum on a level  playing field

with simi lar entertai nment

venues.   Staff Contact: CCA's

Director of Government & Member

Relations,  Tracey Chavi ra. 

IN THE NEWS
"'C arol  Schatz,  presi dent and

chi ef executi ve of the Central  City

Assn. , said the memori al was

actual ly a mixed bag,

economi cal ly.  'A ll the dow ntow n

hotel s were close to being ful l as

a resul t of the servi ce,' she said. 

'However, it did not spi ll over to

the restaurants,  especi ally on the

day of the servi ce, because so

many busi nesses feari ng these

enormous mul ti tudes had thei r

empl oyees stay home. '  Sti ll, she

said the memori al was 'worth its

weight in gol d' for the attenti on it

brought to 'the new dow ntow n

that we've created in the last 10

years. "' Jul y 9, Los Angel es

Times,  "G loves Off on Cost of

Michael  Jackson's Servi ces" by

Maeve Reston and Ari  B.

Bloomekatz.
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and designed by master builders and architects.  CCA will

continue to advocate on behalf of the compromise when this

issue returns to the CPC on September 10, 2009.  If you have

any questions or comments, please contact CCA's Senior

Director of Legislative & Legal Affairs, Anh Nguyen. 

 

You are on this email list because you are a member of the Central City Association (CCA) or because you have a business relationship with CCA.

If you would prefer not to receive emails from CCA, please reply with ÒunsubscribeÓ in the subject area or call Ana Estrada at (213) 624-1213.


