
                        
 

 

Downtown 2020: 

Roadmap to L.A.’s Urban Future 

I.  Land Use & Urban Design:  We must facilitate all types of development by removing unnecessary 

barriers to investment in Downtown, where there is neighborhood consensus around density, a bold 

urban aesthetic, and openness to experimentation.  

 More! Density drives a dynamic urban core and is appropriate in Downtown because of the rich 

transit and infrastructure network.  

 

o Action:  Create a Downtown Development Code that consolidates all of the existing 

ordinances that relate to Downtown; identify a uniform set of Downtown boundaries, 

eliminate inconsistencies, and then fill in the gaps. 

o Action: Expand application of the Adaptive Reuse Ordinance’s relaxed CEQA and site 

plan review standards to buildings built after 1974, as well as conversion to commercial 

uses. 

o Action: Establish a “Downtown Desk” for case management and development services, 

with staff who are expert in urban projects and permitting. 

o Action: Partner with the City Attorney to enable utilization of CEQA urban infill 

exemption by incorporating the city’s list of standard environmental conditions as 

project design features. 

 

 Design Matters!  Effective urban planning and thoughtful design creates healthy, dynamic  and 

sustainable communities.  

 

o Action:  Prioritize updating the Central City Community Plan: Downtown is a regional 

economic driver, funds invested there will provide the biggest return on investment. 

o Action: Encourage inspiring design and exciting exterior graphic expression. 

o Action: Eliminate visual blight, such as illegal, cluttered and inappropriate signage. 

o Action: Improve the pedestrian experience to reflect the intensity of foot traffic 

Downtown. 

Á Lobby for funds to properly maintain and enhance the streets, sidewalks and 

street lighting. 
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Á Restrict the use of solid, roll-down security gates and instead encourage the use 

of grill-style security gates that allow light and visual access. 

 

 Build Bold! Creative and innovative places and structures shape the city’s urban identity. 

 

o Action:  Encourage new developments to bring the highest-quality and most exciting 

architecture to Downtown, complementary to the existing built-environment. 

o Action:  Revise codes and regulations to encourage the use of building materials and 

techniques that allow for innovative design and use of the built-environment. 

Á Eliminate obstacles to innovation, such as the Los Angeles Research Report. 

o Action:  Give Downtown a signature skyline. 

Á Repeal outdated law requiring helipads on high-rise buildings, to reflect modern 

fire-suppression technology and encourage more diverse architecture. 

 

 Downtown is Different!  Recognize that the city’s ordinances tend to be written for L.A.’s 450 

square miles of (primarily) suburbs, but that these one-size-fits-all laws are often not suited to 

density-embracing, transit-rich Downtown. 

 

o Action: Identify and promote opportunities for pilot programs in Downtown and 

ordinances specifically tailored to dense, urban areas. 

Á Implement innovative city planning tools and initiatives, such as Comprehensive 

Zoning Code Revision, Modified Parking Requirement Supplemental Use 

Districts (SUDs), Signage SUDs, and Commercial Reuse. 

o Action: Enact an Outdoor Dining Ordinance, facilitating activation of open spaces 

through streamlined ability to use sidewalks and other open-air venues. 

o Action:  Advocate for flexible state and local standards that do not impede the 

development of child care facilities and schools in high-rise areas. 

o Action:  Support and encourage planning and zoning initiatives that monetize increased 

allowable density for prescribed districts where a linkage can be made, then utilize 

those funds to expand and embellish urban open space, or create new and enhance 

existing transit solutions. 

 

 Bring it Here!  Attracting all types of people to Downtown promotes development of rich, 

layered cultural offerings that will grow organically and be lasting. 

 

o Action: Support special events, venues, and programming- from Downtown Art Walk to 

CicLAvia to The Broad museum - that draw very large numbers of visitors to experience 

Downtown firsthand. 

o Action: Support development of an NFL Stadium/Event Center, with pedestrian and 

transportation upgrades to the impacted, adjacent area. 

Á Upgrade Pico Station of Metro Blue Line. 
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Á Upgrade 7th St./Metro Center Station of Metro Blue/Red Lines. 

Á Support Figueroa Corridor Streetscape Improvement plan, focusing on segment 

between L.A. Live and Wilshire Boulevard. 

o Action:  Support development of Nightlife and Entertainment Zones that allow for 

expansive nightlife and dining and are compatible with residential and commercial uses. 

 

 People Need Parks! Downtown needs more and higher-quality parks and public spaces, 

activated with life throughout the day and year. 

 

o Action:  Recognize that urban parks may take a non-traditional form, such as plazas, 

alleys, linear parks, rooftops, parklets, and pocket parks. 

o Action:  Support a variety of formal programming, as well as creative uses, to drive 

traffic to public spaces and breathe life into Downtown’s existing open-space 

infrastructure. 

o Action: Recognize the value of neighborhood-serving, smaller scale pocket parks, in 

addition to Downtown’s grand, civic gathering spaces. 

o Action:  Ensure that existing parks are adequately maintained to offer a safe and 

welcoming environment. 

Á Amend state law and revise related city ordinance to enable the use of Quimby 

funds for park maintenance. 

II. Transportation:  Billions have been invested in Downtown’s public transit infrastructure. We must 

continue to implement our vision of an integrated network that recognizes the community’s evolution 

into a true 24/7 live/work/play community. 

 All Modes Lead to Downtown!  Convenient access for commuters into/out of Downtown is the 

foundation for a healthy office market, and round-the-clock accessibility is necessary for a 

dynamic cultural and entertainment destination. 

 

o Action: Fund the Downtown Los Angeles Mobility Partnership (DLAMP). 

Á Get the Los Angeles Department of Transportation to designate DLAMP as an 

available regional traffic mitigation measure.  

o Action: Develop a coordinated (DoT, Caltrans, Metro, LAPD) and flexible Event Protocol 

plan to facilitate circulation, both on local access streets and for drivers passing through 

on the freeways, for the times when Downtown hosts multiple, large-scale events. 

o Action: Weave the Regional Connector into the Downtown fabric through an integrated 

fare system, development of Mobility Hubs at new stations, and design of 

stations/public art that plays upon the unique character of the immediate 

neighborhood. 

o Action: Extend Metro service hours to support growing nightlife activity, as well as the 

many workers who service the industry and require after-hours access to public transit. 
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 Park & Play! Parking must be ample as well as conveniently accessible, safe, easy to locate, 

attractive, and dynamically-priced to encourage 24-hour activity. 

 

o Action: Support more flexible parking standards, adaptable to the needs of Downtown’s 

varied communities. 

Á Enact Modified Parking Requirement Supplemental Use District (MPR SUD) 

Ordinance and establish MPR SUDs throughout Downtown; support individual 

project applications for more flexible parking standards Downtown. 

o Action: Leverage technology to better-manage and promote the use of Downtown’s 

existing ample parking resources.  

Á Facilitate development of a Downtown-specific smart phone app to give real-

time notification of location and rates of available parking. 

 

 Connect the Dots! Improved intra-Downtown circulation is critical to tying together its 

collection of proximate, unique and distinct neighborhoods. 

 

o Action: Integrate and coordinate multiple modes of transportation, such as Metro, 

bicycles, shared-car and short-term rental services, taxis, alternative energy fuel 

vehicles, shuttles, etc., especially at major transit nodes such as Union Station and 7th 

Street/Metro Center. 

o Action: Improve DASH service by extending evening and weekend hours and 

adding/improving routes as appropriate to better serve a community that has changed 

substantially since the current DASH service routes were implemented.  

Á Pay special attention to the growing residential community in the Historic Core 

and South Park, as well as evening entertainment and dining uses. 

o Action:  Improve wayfinding and other pedestrian-oriented directional signage. 

o Action:  Develop a modern urban circulator. 

 

III.  Public Safety/Homelessness : The biggest obstacle to a successful Downtown is the perception that 

all of Downtown is a dirty, dangerous place, so we must continue to focus on maintaining orderly public 

spaces for all to use. 

 Provide Political Leadership!  CCA has long been the voice of those who work, visit and live 

Downtown. It must continue to hold local officials accountable for issues affecting Downtown’s 

quality of life. 

 

o Action:  Advocate for lifting the Jones settlement to enable equitable enforcement of 

laws that keep sidewalks available to all. 

o Action: Expand on efforts to end the pathological tolerance of the service-resistant 

and/or drug-addicted chronically homeless who choose to self-destruct on our public 

streets. 
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o Action: Work with the City Attorney and LAPD to provide the political will necessary to 

keep constant pressure on fair and equal enforcement of laws citywide, such as LAMC 

41.18(d). 

 

 Quality-of-Life Crimes Matter! Downtown’s continued revitalization requires aggressive 

enforcement and prevention of low-level crimes that breed both negative perceptions and 

actual incidence of larger crimes. 

 

o Action:  Lobby for increased resources for the Safer Cities Initiative, reinforcing the 

Broken Windows approach to policing. 

o Action: Develop and expand community-based-policing tools such as Neighborhood 

Prosecutors, foot/bike/horse patrols, and senior lead officers. 

o Action:  Partner with BIDs, LAPD, and City Attorney to identify problem areas and issues, 

then implement strategic, consistent law enforcement (e.g., aggressive panhandling, 

proliferation of shopping carts, intelligence-based graffiti removal). 

 

 Protect the Public Realm!  

 

o Action:  Expand on the success of Business Improvement Districts in dramatically 

improving the quality of the Downtown environment in the past decade (washing and 

sweeping sidewalks, graffiti-removal). 

o Action: Keep our sidewalks and public spaces clean and clear of hazards and blight (e.g., 

shopping carts), for all Angelenos to enjoy. 

 

 Regionalize the Solution! Downtown cannot be a 50-square-block, concentrated solution to a 

4,500 square-mile countywide problem. 

 

o Action: Advocate for the development of supportive housing and services outside of 

Downtown, where there is currently an over-concentration that can lead to an 

unmanageable population that undermines successful treatment strategies. 

o Action: Work with Downtown’s state legislators to introduce and pass legislation to 

follow-up on SB2, Fair Share Zoning, requiring cities to zone for permanent emergency 

shelters within the housing element of their general plans. 

 

 

 

 

 


