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CENTRAL CITY ASSOCIATION ANNOUNCES ENDORSEMENTS FOR LOS ANGELES CITY AND STATE SPECIAL ELECTION

Business Leaders Endorse Candidates in Two Council Races, An LAUSD Bond Measure and Six State Propositions 

LOS ANGELES (September 8th, 2005) – Central City Association of Los Angeles (CCA), L.A.’s premier business advocacy organization, today announced its endorsements for candidates and propositions in the November 9th Local and State Special Election.  

“These local and statewide issues are important to L.A.’s future”, said Carol E. Schatz, CCA President and CEO. “So, it is important for the business community to weigh in.”  

Locally, two new council members will be elected bringing the council back to its full strength, voters will determine if the Los Angeles Unified School District is able to build enough schools to meet the growing demand, and statewide, this election will determine if the Governor’s efforts to reform our state’s political system will be successful.   
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ENDORSEMENTS

· Council District 14 - CCA’s Executive Committee members have unanimously endorsed LAUSD Board member Jose Huizar.  CCA’s board was impressed with Huizar’s record on the school board and his ability to balance business and community concerns.    

· Council District 10, CCA’s Executive Committee has endorsed former State Assembly Speaker Herb Wesson.  The Board noted his skills as a coalition builder and his knowledge of federal, state and local government.  His open-minded style, his accessibility and hands-on approach will benefit a sometimes-polarized City Council. 
PROPOSITIONS AND BOND MEASURES

· Measure Y – LAUSD Bond Measure. CCA SUPPORTS.

CCA’s Board believes we need to continue investing in our children’s future with new facilities, many of which have not been upgraded or replaced in some 35 years.  

· Proposition 74 – Teacher Tenure – “Put the Kids First Act.”  CCA SUPPORTS.  CCA’s Board believes that the current system unduly protects unfit teachers, wasting state funding and adversely affecting students.    
· Proposition 75 – “Paycheck Protection Act.”  CCA SUPPORTS.  
CCA’s Board believes that the current system forces thousands of public employees to contribute to political activities that they oppose.
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· Proposition 77 – “Voter Empowerment Act” CCA SUPPORTS.  

CCA’s Board believes that the current redistricting system allows politicians to pick their voters and minimize competition, resulting in more extreme, not moderate candidates.  

· Proposition 78 – Prescription Drug Discounts – “Cal Rx” CCA SUPPORTS.

CCA’s Board believes that this will provide Californians with the best prescription drug discount program in the country.  A similar program has been implemented successfully in Ohio, saving patients an average of 31% of prescription drug costs.  

· Proposition 79 – Prescription Drug Discounts – “Cal Rx Plus”  CCA OPPOSES.  
CCA’s Board believes that this is a big-government, infeasible solution that will cost taxpayers millions of dollars.  Opponents believe this initiative risks the health of low-income Medi-Cal patients by making it more difficult for drug companies to obtain Medi-Cal contracts with DHS. 

Central City Association of Los Angeles (CCA) is the leading architect for revitalization in Downtown Los Angeles and is L.A.’s premier business advocacy leader shaping public policy on a broad range of issues.  Established in 1924, CCA is a membership organization representing more than 450 businesses, trade associations, and non-profit organizations employing more than 300,000 people in Los Angeles County.

###

� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���








[image: image2.png]CCA |Central City Association
of LOS ANGELES




_1114256681.bin

