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Central City Association Supports Hope Gardens Project
Los Angeles (April 6th, 2006) – The Central City Association (CCA) of Los Angeles today announced its support for Hope Gardens – a Union Rescue Mission facility for homeless women and children – to be located in the hills above Sylmar in the San Fernando Valley. 
The plan for the proposed 71-acre facility will convert a former convalescent and assisted senior-living complex into transitional housing and services for up to 275 women and children.  The Union Rescue Mission facility in Downtown has been helping homeless men for decades.  However, women and children have been arriving at a crisis-level pace for several years now.  Today, more than 40% of the homeless population is comprised of women and children.  Hope Gardens will get these women and children off the mean streets of Skid Row and into a clean, comfortable, park-like setting where they will receive hope and healing.         
“Hope Gardens is an opportunity to get women and children off the menacing streets of Skid Row and into a more peaceful environment,” said Carol E. Schatz, President and CEO of the Central City Association.   “Hope Gardens will provide women and children with the services they need while at the same time offering these very needy individuals a chance to transition out of homelessness where they can lead normal, peaceful and productive lives.  Hope Gardens also provides a litmus test for our society: will suburban communities step up and help the neediest of our community?  We hope they will.”  
As L.A.’s premier business advocacy association, CCA’s membership is increasingly concerned about the ever-growing homeless population and, up to this point, the lack of attention this severe societal problem deserves.
“To be a world-class city, Los Angeles needs to deal directly with the problems of homelessness  that have been with us for decades,” said Adlai Wertman, CCA’s Public Safety, Health and Homeless Committee Chairman and President and CEO of Chrysalis, a transitional employment firm that specializes in placing clients emerging from homelessness into jobs. “Hope Gardens represents a bold new concept in how to help those in need.”            

CCA’s Public Safety, Health and Homelessness Committee has been following the homelessness issue for quite some time and has been working with L.A. City Council Member Jan Perry and California State Senator Gil Cedillo on legislative solutions to the many facets of homelessness including mental health issues, drug and alcohol addiction, substance abuse and lack of housing.      
“The business community will continue to assist and partner with organizations like Union Rescue Mission by helping to advocate for programs and services and by providing transitional employment,” said Schatz.  “This issue is not a Downtown issue.  This is a regional issue that demands regional solutions.  Converting and utilizing and existing facility like Hope Gardens is a smart and appropriate way to help women and children in need.”
About the Central City Association of Los Angeles (CCA)

Central City Association of Los Angeles (CCA) is L.A.’s premier business advocacy organization, shaping public policy on a broad range of issues and leading the renaissance of Downtown Los Angeles. Established in 1924, CCA is a membership organization representing more than 450 businesses, trade associations, and non-profit organizations employing more than 300,000 people in Los Angeles County. Further information about the Central City Association can be found on their web site at www.ccala.org.
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