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Central City Association Announces Positions for November 7 Ballot

Los Angeles (Sept. 7, 2006)  –  Central City Association today announced its positions on the State propositions and local measures that will appear on the November 7 ballot, keeping a close watch on State and local fiscal matters that could have an undue impact on the Los Angeles business community.
“The majority of statewide initiatives on the November ballot would place significant burdens on Los Angeles’ business community and California’s economy if adopted,” said Central City Association’s President & CEO Carol E. Schatz.  “We are very concerned about the increasing number of ballot measures appearing each year that seek to place onerous taxes and requirements on the economic engine of our State.”
Central City Association Chairman Steve Weston commented, “Aside from the infrastructure and water quality bond measures, which will fund necessary investments in California’s future, the rest of the statewide initiatives place unnecessary and unfair burdens on California businesses.”     
The Central City Association has adopted the following positions on State ballot initiatives, as well as positions on the City’s Measure H, the $1 billion housing bond; Measure J, regarding regional fire stations; and Measure R, regarding term limits for Councilmembers and City ethics laws:

Local Ballot Measures

· CCA SUPPORTS Measure H, $1 Billion in general obligation bond proceeds to fund the Affordable Housing Trust Fund at $100 million each year for ten years.  Central City Association played an integral role in the formation of the housing bond, proposing a similar bond measure to the City in 2004 in CCA’s “Housing For All: Fair Share Program” publication.  
· CCA SUPPORTS Measure J, a technical amendment that will allow the Los Angeles Fire Department to access bond dollars to build fire stations in high density areas. Central City Association supports added flexibility in development standards, in recognition of Los Angeles’ increasingly urban environment.  
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· CCA SUPPORTS Measure R, which extends term limits for Los Angeles’ City Council, as well as enhances ethics laws related to City lobbyists.  This measure has recently been ordered removed from the ballot by a Superior Court judge.  Central City Association is waiting to see whether an appeal will be filed.         
State Propositions

· CCA SUPPORTS Proposition 1A-E, the Statewide infrastructure bond that the Legislature and Governor moved forward earlier this year.  The infrastructure bond provides much needed funding to protect and further support California’s roads, schools, housing stock, and flood plains. 
· CCA SUPPORTS Proposition 84, which provides funding for water quality projects throughout the State, ensuring that all Californians have access to clean drinking water.  This measure will also be funded through general obligation bonds.
· CCA is NEUTRAL on Proposition 86, a tax on tobacco that will provide funding for hospitals, emergency care, and children’s health care.  Central City Association recognizes that California’s hospitals are bearing the heavy financial burden of covering the costs of uninsured hospital visits.  Central City Association believes that it is important that the State finds a more permanent and germane source of funding for California's hospitals and children's health care.  
· CCA OPPOSES Proposition 87, which will put a tax on California’s oil producers, resulting in an increased bureaucracy, that is unaccountable to taxpayers, and higher gas prices at the pump.  
· CCA OPPOSES Proposition 88, as it sets the dangerous precedent of placing a parcel tax on property throughout the State.  This tax will not result in local funding for education, but will instead place a burden on California’s families and business owners. 
· CCA OPPOSES Proposition 89, a measure that generates public funding for campaigns through an increased tax on corporations.  The burden of California’s multi-million dollar election system should not be placed on the business community. 
· CCA OPPOSES Proposition 90, which relates to eminent domain.  Proposition 90 would require governments to pay property owners for substantial economic losses resulting from new laws and regulations, as well as limit government authority to take ownership of private property.  While CCA believes that Californians need protection from eminent domain abuse, the broad provisions of this initiative could result in a litany of lawsuits that could bring about negative land-use and business consequences and result in significant net costs on a statewide basis.  CCA strongly opposes this measure.  
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 “California needs State policies that encourage investment and economic growth, which translates into new jobs and increased revenue for public services,” said Schatz.  “The majority of these ballot measures put the onus of the State’s fiscal crisis on businesses.  That is not the way to grow jobs in California.”

About the Central City Association

Central City Association of Los Angeles (CCA) is L.A.’s premier business advocacy organization, shaping public policy on a broad range of issues and the leading renaissance in Downtown Los Angeles. Established in 1924, CCA is a membership organization representing more than 450 businesses, trade associations, and non-profit organizations employing more than 300,000 people in Los Angeles County. Further information about the Central City Association can be found on their web site at http://www.ccala.org/.

# # #

� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���








[image: image2.png]CCA |Central City Association
of LOS ANGELES




_1114256681.bin

