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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Alicia Colligan

(310) 309-6637

Alicia.colligan@bm.com

PARAMOUNT PICTURES EXECUTIVE TO CHAIR

 CENTRAL CITY ASSOCIATION’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS


Los Angeles, Calif. – December 6, 2006 – The Central City Association (CCA) today announced the appointment of Christine Essel as Chairman of the Executive Board of the business trade group.  

Ms. Essel is Senior Vice President of Government & Community Affairs for Paramount Pictures.  Her appointment reflects the entertainment industry’s strong relationship with CCA as its business organization of choice and its commitment to the advocacy agenda of the association. Major film studios from across Los Angeles are members of CCA and are actively involved in the work of the organization.

“I’m honored to serve as Chairman of the Board of the leading business advocacy group in Los Angeles,” said Ms. Essel. “CCA’s extraordinary efforts on behalf of a broad cross section of industry groups in the Los Angeles market make this organization invaluable to companies like Paramount.”

CCA represents more than 450 businesses, trade associations, and non-profit organizations employing more than 300,000 people in Los Angeles County. 

“Our wide reach allows us to effectively take the lead for the business community on city-wide issues such as land use and development reform, transportation and motion picture production,” said Carol Schatz, President of CCA.   

Ms. Essel will be joined by other new officers of the association, all of whom will be installed at CCA’s general membership meeting on January 18, 2007.

The officers for 2007 are:

· Christine Essel, Chair – Senior Vice President, Government & Community Affairs, Paramount Pictures 

· Andrea Van de Kamp, Executive Vice Chair – President, Van de Kamp Consulting
· Alison Jackson, Executive Vice Chair – Entertainment Account GM, Microsoft
· Kris David, Executive Vice Chair – Managing Director, Marsh Risk & Insurance Services

· Phil Recht, Executive Vice Chair – Partner, Mayer, Brown, Rowe & Maw, LLP 
· Tim McCallion, Executive Vice Chair – President, Pacific Region, Verizon 
· Greg Seibly, Executive Vice Chair – President, U.S. Bank California
· Tim McOsker, Treasurer – Partner, Christensen, Miller, Fink, Jacobs, Glaser, Weil & Shapiro LLP
· Greg Mitchell, Secretary – President & CEO, California National Bank
· Steve Weston, Immediate Past Chair – Partner, Weston, Benshoof, Rochefort, Rubalcava & MacCuish LLP
· Dr. Thomas Moran, Chair Emeritus – Vice President, University of Southern California
· Carol E. Schatz, President & CEO – Central City Association
The 2007 officers represent the diversity of membership in CCA, which counts more than one-third of its members from outside the Downtown area.  From entertainment to technology, to banking, law and insurance, the 2007 officers reflect the strength and diversity of the Los Angeles business community.

About the Central City Association of Los Angeles (CCA)

Central City Association of Los Angeles (CCA) is L.A.’s premier business advocacy organization, shaping public policy on a broad range of issues and leading the renaissance of Downtown Los Angeles.  Established in 1924, CCA is a membership organization representing more than 450 businesses, trade associations, and non-profit organizations employing more than 300,000 people in Los Angeles County. Further information about the Central City Association can be found on their web site at www.ccala.org.
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