FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE





           

Press contact:
Christie Ly / Burson-Marsteller for CCA


(310) 309-6611



           




Cell: (310) 954-6278                                                      



christie.ly@bm.com 
                                                

Coalition of Los Angeles Business Organizations Issues Joint Statement Regarding Mayor Villaraigosa’s Housing Proposal

Los Angeles (September 26, 2008) – The Central City Association of Los Angeles,  Building Industry Association – Los Angeles/Ventura Chapter, Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce, Valley Industry & Commerce Association, Building Owners and Managers Association of Greater Los Angeles, Hollywood Chamber of Commerce and South Bay Association of Realtors, today jointly issued the following statement: 

“We are pleased to see that the issue of housing in Los Angeles is getting the attention it deserves, and we are gratified that Mayor Villaraigosa is committing his administration to finding solutions to our housing shortage and the challenge of affordability.

 

These are goals we all share.

 

The broad proposal offered by the Mayor contains some important policy advances that could help to make the process of housing development more efficient. Reforms of the planning and EIR processes will be helpful and should encourage more development in those neighborhoods that need more housing.

 

Some of the concepts raised in the Mayor’s plan now need to be hammered into specific proposals. It will be the details of these proposals that will determine if these plans will succeed or fail in bringing more affordable and diverse housing to Los Angeles.

 

We have a good start. Private and non-profit developers have added thousands of units of housing at all levels of affordability across many neighborhoods of Los Angeles over the past several years. But given the current economic climate, it will be more challenging to match these achievements over the next several years. 

 

Now is the time for business and government to work together to find ways to reach our common goals.

 

Like the Mayor, the business community is also committed to working on solutions. A coalition of business organizations will soon release a new plan to build more housing – the 2008 Affordable Housing: Making it Happen Plan, which, like the Mayor’s plan, is a proactive approach to our housing challenges. We hope that it will add to the important discussion of housing policy that the Mayor has launched today. 

 
We are encouraged that Mayor Villaraigosa is planning to assemble a working group to help turn his broad proposal into workable, sensible and supportive policies and procedures. We hope the Mayor agrees that it makes good sense to include individuals from the private sector with a track record of success in developing, financing and building housing in this working group. We look forward to working with the Mayor and his staff throughout this process.

 

We also recognize that the City Council has an important role in this endeavor. We are pleased to have the support of members who recognize that we are in extraordinary times -- both in our housing needs and in the challenges of development -- and that it may require extraordinary incentives to make sure we can build the housing this community desperately needs. 

 

As we seek to formulate solutions, we must also recognize what already works well, and be sure not to get in the way of those successes. We have a great opportunity before us. We need to get it right.”

