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CENTRAL CITY ASSOCIATION ENDORSES WEISS

FOR CITY ATTORNEY

Business Advocates Also Support Local Ballot Measures Q and R

But Oppose State Proposition 7

Los Angeles (Sept. 5, 2008) – The Central City Association (CCA) of Los Angeles has endorsed City Councilmember Jack Weiss in his bid for election as City Attorney.  The primary election will take place on March 3, 2009. 

“As a Councilmember Jack Weiss has proven his leadership on public safety issues and as a former prosecutor he has the experience to effectively represent the people of Los Angeles as City Attorney,” said Carol E. Schatz, president and CEO of CCA. 
CCA also endorsed Los Angeles ballot Measure Q, the $7 billion bond measure for the Los Angeles Unified School District. “Our schools are in desperate need of repair and renovation and our children deserve the best chance possible for an education that will prepare them for the careers of tomorrow,” said Schatz.

In addition, CCA gave its qualified support to Measure R, the county half-cent sales tax to fund transportation projects. The endorsement is based on two conditions: that Governor Schwarzenegger’s proposed state sales tax hike is dropped from the budget plan, and, more fundamentally, that the Governor does not veto AB 2321 which authorizes Measure R to be placed on the ballot.

“Los Angeles deserves a better transportation system and much can be accomplished if there is funding to support projects that will create a comprehensive transit system for the most congested region in the country,” said Schatz. But CCA remains concerned about the ever increasing sales-tax rate in Los Angeles and all of California that could negatively affect our retail businesses and place a heavy burden on consumers. 
CCA also today announced its opposition to State Proposition 7, a measure that would 
place new requirements and conditions on all electric utilities in California. Proposition 7 is poorly drafted, fatally flawed and will ultimately halt the development of renewable energy sources. CCA supports the greening of our energy sources, but believes that Proposition 7 will hurt these efforts more that it would help.

About the Central City Association

Central City Association of Los Angeles (CCA) is L.A.’s premier business advocacy organization, shaping public policy on a broad range of issues and the leading renaissance in Downtown Los Angeles. Established in 1924, CCA is a membership organization representing more than 450 businesses, trade associations, and non-profit organizations employing more than 300,000 people in Los Angeles County. Further information about the Central City Association can be found on their web site at http://www.ccala.org/.
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