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Central City Association of Los Angeles Honors Exceptional Angelenos at 14th Annual Treasures of Los Angeles

Los Angeles (April 3, 2008) – The Central City Association (CCA) of Los Angeles today honored a cross-section of Angelenos for their outstanding contributions in the areas of community development, education, arts and entertainments, sports and science at its 14th Annual Treasures of Los Angeles Award luncheon.
The annual event has grown to become one of the city’s largest gatherings of elected officials, business leaders and prominent Angelenos.  The 2008 Treasures Award recipients include a diverse set of individuals and organizations.  They are:
· Earvin “Magic” Johnson, Jr., Sports legend and urban innovator

· Gayle & Ed Roski, Developers and philanthropists extraordinaire

· Bob Barker, Game show host

· Cesar Millan, Dog and people psychologist

· Melanie & Richard Lundquist, Public school reformers and benefactors

· Shoji Tadashi, Famed fashion designer

· Los Angeles County & City Fire Departments, Heroes of the Southern California fire storm

· Michael Peter “Flea” Balzary & Silverlake Conservatory of Music, Rock star and musical mentor

· Joe Cerrell, Legendary political consultant
This year’s event will also specifically recognize an industry that exemplifies the private sector’s commitment to this community, L.A.'s banking community, with a theme of “Banking on Los Angeles.”   In addition, Frank and Jamie McCourt, owners of the Los Angeles Dodgers, will receive the “Heart of the City” award, CCA’s most prestigious award and the highlight of the Treasures event.  The award is given to individual(s) who has made an outstanding contribution to Downtown Los Angeles. 
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“The Central City Association is honored to acknowledge such a fantastic group of generous, progressive community leaders in Los Angeles,” says Carol E. Schatz, President and CEO of the Central City Association.  “Because of the many contributions that this distinguished group has made, Los Angeles stands out as a city of opportunity, enlightenment and innovation.”   

This year’s Treasures Award luncheon features City Council President Eric Garcetti as master of ceremonies.  With the Downtown Los Angeles Broadway Theater District as Host Sponsor and AEG, Wells Fargo, the Los Angeles Dodgers, and L&R Group of Companies as Presenting Sponsors, attendance is expected to be 1,400.  Other sponsors include Majestic Realty as Diamond Sponsors, and AT&T, Bank of America, Latham &Watkins, Los Angeles Times, and USC, Las Lomas, Los Angeles Downtown News, Wachovia and The Related Companies as Sapphire Sponsors.  
Since 1995, the Treasures of Los Angeles event has celebrated the diversity, strength and excellence of the city of Los Angeles and has sought to honor and encourage community efforts and leaders.  Over the past 13 years, the CCA has awarded Treasures to many deserving Angelenos and local organizations, including Padres Contra El Cancer, Larry King, Disneyland, Camp Laurel, Tommy Lasorda, Go For Broke Education Foundation and Ray Charles.  This year’s luncheon is being held at the Westin Bonaventure in Downtown Los Angeles.    

CCA is the voice of Downtown Los Angeles, and serves as a powerful lobbying force for the entire business community in local government and in Sacramento.  CCA is also the driving force in the revitalization of Downtown Los Angeles, working in partnership with the Downtown Center Business Improvement District to enhance and promote the area.

About the Central City Association

Central City Association of Los Angeles (CCA) is L.A.’s premier business advocacy organization, shaping public policy on a broad range of issues and the leading renaissance in Downtown Los Angeles. Established in 1924, CCA is a membership organization representing more than 450 businesses, trade associations, and non-profit organizations employing more than 300,000 people in Los Angeles County. Further information about the Central City Association can be found on their web site at http://www.ccala.org/.
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