[image: image1.jpg]CCA [Central City Association
of LOS ANGELES





COUNCIL COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER SEIU SECURITY OFFICER PLAN
The LA City Council will consider and possibly act on a motion introduced by Council Member Jan Perry that seeks to require property owners to participate in the “Safe and Secure Initiative”  that is being supported by the Service Employees International Union (SEIU).    

The motion recommends that a training program be developed in consultation with the LAPD, LAFD, Emergency Preparedness Department (EPD) and Service Employees International Union (SEIU).  This program will train and certify trainers, enabling them to train security guards.  This program states that it will set professional standards, provide a career ladder and reduce and stabilize security guard turnover rates.  Currently, New York, Chicago and San Francisco have similar programs.  

In recent years, the SEIU has made numerous attempts at unionizing security guards at most high-profile buildings in Los Angeles.  Although SEIU promotes the idea of a more secure workplace, the SEIU has used the image of the September 11th attacks as an entry into unionizing security guards.  

Unionized guards have caused property owners security costs to soar in addition to already increased security equipment and insurance costs.  Property owners should also be concerned that training required by the “Safe and Secure Initiative” may be redundant with that of training required for State guard certification.  

On Monday of this week, the City Council Public Safety Committee took up the issue.  The committee heard testimony from labor officials.  There were no property owner representatives at the hearing.  We need your support at the hearing.  The meeting will take place on:         

Wednesday, March 23, 2005

4:00 PM
Los Angeles City Hall, Room 1060

Attached is a copy of the motion.  If you have any questions or would like more information on this issue, contact CCA’s Senior VP of Government Affairs, Victor Franco, Jr., at 213-624-1213 or by email at vfrancojr@ccala.org.

	File Number

	04-2464

	Last Changed Date

	11/29/2004

	Title

	SECURITY GUARDS / HIGH RISE BUILDINGS

	Initiated by

	Perry Mover 2004 / Weiss

	Subject

	Resolution - WHEREAS, building security guards are often the first responders in emergency situations.
WHEREAS, a uniform training program for all security workers will ensure proper response and facilitate better communications with LAPD, LAFD and Emergency Preparedness Department (EPD) when they arrive on scene. Currently, there is no such existing liaison between private security companies and LAPD, LAFD, and EPD.
WHEREAS, a "train-the trainer" training program is being developed in consultation LAPD, LAFD, EPD, and SEIU. The program is designed to train and certify trainers, enabling them to train security guards. The program is entitled the Los Angeles Safe and Secure Initiative.
WHEREAS, the training program will set professional standards for the industry and provide a career ladder. This will reduce turnover rates and stabilize the workforce.
WHEREAS, New York and Chicago have similar programs and have realized the benefits of a well-trained security workforce.
WHEREAS, the training program under development will meet the current State requirements of 40 hours of training. Current requirements include 8 hours of training prior to securing the job and 32 hours in the fist 3 months of the job.
THEREFORE MOVE, that by the adoption of this resolution, the Los Angeles City Council supports the Los Angeles Safe and Secure Initiative, which encourages that all high-rise buildings in the City of Los Angeles have their security guards go though a special city-sponsored training program designed to improve public safety, encourage job retention, and foster a sense of cooperation.
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