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PLANNING COMMISSION TO CONSIDER DOWNTOWN HOUSING INCENTIVES
The Planning Commission will consider and possibly act on package of ordinances introduced by the Planning Department that seek to promote the construction of new residential projects in the Downtown area.  

Thanks to CCA’s strong working relationship with the Planning Department, CCA was briefed on  the ordinances before they were introduced.  CCA immediately convened a small working group to develop feedback on these proposals.  Based on input from our development community, CCA is very encouraged by these proposals and believes that - with the proper adjustments that we will suggest – they will be a major boon to the development of new residential projects Downtown.   Specifically, these ordinances would:

· Allow for greater density by revising the way Floor Area Ratios are calculated. The new standards for residential development would equate “buildable area” with “lot area,” meaning that FAR would be calculated “lot line to lot line.”  To promote a more urban pedestrian experience, no setbacks would be required.  Finally, the amendments would eliminate the distinction between “private” and “common” open space.

· At the developer’s option, grant a 35% by-right FAR bonus in exchange for the provision of varying levels of on-site affordable housing.

· Require developers to conform with streetscape guidelines, to be developed by the CRA, to further develop and improve the “look and feel” of Downtown’s unique neighborhoods.

We would appreciate your support at the hearing.  The Planning Commission needs to hear directly from the developers who will be most affected by these ordinances, and who also have the ability to help build a world-class mixed-income community Downtown.  The meeting will take place on:         

Thursday, March 31, 2005

8:30 AM
Los Angeles City Hall, Room 1010

If you have any questions or would like more information on this issue, contact CCA’s Director of Public Policy, Anne Samuelson, at 213-624-1213 or by email at asamuelson@ccala.org.
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