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LA CITY COUNCIL TO CONSIDER MOTION TO FREEZE PLANNING DEPARTMENT POSITIONS

The LA City Council will consider and possibly act on a motion introduced by Council Member Ed Reyes that intends to freeze all hiring, terminations, promotions or filling of vacant positions in the Planning Department.  The meeting will take place on Tuesday, March 1st, 2005 at 10:00 AM at the John Ferraro City Council Chambers located in Room 340 at LA City Hall.   

The Planning Department is the ultimate gatekeeper in the development process.  Over the past few years, the department has made great strides to remove impediments, even offering an expediting fee for projects, similar to the very successful programs offered at other City Departments.  Recently, the Director of Planning has announced his resignation from the department.  The Reyes motion states that due to this resignation and the departure of other key staff, the Planning Department is in “a vulnerable and pivitol state.”  Although we recognize that the Director of Planning leads the overall mission of the department, to contemplate suspending any and all staff moves until a new Director is selected is excessive.       

If the council approves the Reyes motion, department management will not be able to adequately deal with the staffing adjustments necessary to complete department case work.  Very simply, the department’s work will grind to a halt.  As members of the development community, we all recognize that time is money.  Further delays on projects in the Planning Department will be damaging to the leading economic engine in Los Angeles.      

We need your support and testimony at this important City Council meeting.  CCA appreciates any verbal or written testimony that you can provide and looks forward to seeing you at the meeting.  The meeting is scheduled for:

Tuesday, March 1st, 2005

10:00 AM
Los Angeles City Council 

John Ferraro Council Chambers - Room 340  

LA City Hall

If you have any questions or if you would like a copy of the motion, contact CCA’s Senior VP of Government Affairs, Victor Franco, Jr., at 213-624-1213 or by email at vfrancojr@ccala.org.
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