[image: image1.jpg]CCA [Central City Association
of LOS ANGELES





PROPOSED MORATORIUM ON HOTEL/CONDOMINIUM CONVERSIONS MOVES FORWARD

Yesterday, the Planning and Land Use Committee (PLUM) of the L.A. City Council heard a proposed motion to impose an Interim Control Ordinance (ICO) that would establish a 180-day moratorium on any conversion of hotel properties into for-sale condominiums.  The Housing, Community and Economic Development Committee (HCED) already considered the matter in December, where the City Attorney advised the Committee that, in the interest of proper procedure, PLUM needed to hear the issue.

At the conclusion of the hearing, PLUM instructed the Planning Department, with the help of the City Attorney, to draft an ICO in accordance with the motion, and report back to the PLUM and HCED Committees wihtin 120 days.   At the same time, PLUM directed the CAO and CLA, with assistance from the Building and Safety, Planning, Convention Center, and Community Development Departments, to prepare a report analyzing the harm to the industry and the city budget and return to PLUM and HCED within 120 days.

Going forward, the proposed hotel/condo moratorium will again be heard in PLUM and HCED, as well as the Planning Commission, as early as April.  At that time, the committees will consider the requested reports from the various departments.  If the ICO can pass these hurdles, it could go to the full City Council for a vote as early as this spring. 

Introduced by Councilmember Ludlow, this motion appears to be an effort by the unions, representing hotel workers and others, to save a small number of hotel service employee jobs.  Ironically, the St. Regis Hotel, which will close this month as it converts to condos and which touched off this effort, is holding a job fair and making other good faith efforts to locate jobs for the displaced workers.  
Please monitor your fax and e-mail as this issue moves forward. CCA expects that the business community may have to mobilize quickly on this matter in the coming months, and your participation may be requested.
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